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Gentlemen, 

The  Borough  of  Bewdley  is  situated  on  the  West 
bank  of  the  river  Severn,  with  a sharp  fall  to  the  river, 
making  drainage  very  easy. 

The  population  at  the  last  Census  was  2,745,  and 
is  now  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  2,754. 
The  people  are  chiefly  employed  in  Agriculture,  Fruit 
growing,  the  Timber  trade,  a Tanyard,  and  two  small 
Metal  Works  in  the  Borough  itself,  and  a great  many 
of  all  ages  and  sexes  in  the  Carpet  and  Spinning  Mills 
of  Kidderminster,  three  miles  away,  and  the  Coal  Pits 
of  the  Highley  Mining  Company,  eight  miles  away. 
There  are  therefore  no  unhealthy  occupations,  and 
many  of  them  tend  to  longevity. 

During  the  year  28  deaths  were  registered  in  the 
district,  giving  the  very  satisfactory  rate  of  10’2  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

I consider  this  to  be  largely  due  to  the  mildness  of 
the  winters,  as  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  acute 
pulmonary  disease  during  the  year. 

There  W'ere  six  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
which  is  a very  large  proportion  of  the  whole,  but  two 
of  these  contracted  the  disease  while  on  Military 
service. 
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Nine  persons  belonging  to  the  district  died  in 
institutions  outside  it,  bringing  the  total  number  of 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  to  37,  giving 
a rate  of  13*4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  according  to 
the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General.  Six 
children  died  under  I year  of  age,  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  rate  of  70  per  1,000  children  born.  There 
were  85  children  born  in  the  district  during  the  year, 
giving  a rate  of  31‘3  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
nearly  double  the  number  born  last  year,  which  was  48. 

The  water  supply  is  from  a deep  well  and  bore 
hole  in  the  new  red  sandstone,  from  which  it  is  pumped 
into  two  reservoirs,  from  which  there  is  a constant 
supply  to  the  district,  as  well  as  to  the  Urban  District 
of  Stourport  and  the  Parish  of  Wribbenhall.  The 
supply  is  of  first  rate  quality  and  practically  unlimited 
quantity,  and  has  no  possible  source  of  contamination. 

The  sewage  of  the  district  is  discharged  in  a crude 
state  into  the  river  Severn,  but  its  volume  is  so  small 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  river,  and  the  current 
is  so  swift,  that  no  serious  contamination  is  produced. 

There  are  348  Water  Closets,  85  Pails,  and  132 
Middens  in  the  district,  being  the  same  as  last  year. 
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The  Scavenging  is  done  by  the  Corporation  Work- 
men, the  house  refuse  being  deposited  on  a piece  of 
waste  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  the  night 
soil  removed  to  a distant  farm  and  put  on  the  land. 

380  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year,  and  93  notices  served. 
Twelve  Statutory  notices  were  served,  ten  of  which 
have  been  complied  with  and  two  are  still  outstanding. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  necessary  repairs  carried 
out  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  workmen  and  the  expense 
of  materials  and  labour. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  good  and 
their  water  supply  satisfactory. 

The  Milk  Supply  of  the  district  is  satisfactory.  It 
is  in  the  hands  of  several  small  dairymen,  who  distribute 
direct  to  the  consumers,  and  very  little  is  stored. 

In  1914  there  were  two  registered  and  1 licensed 
Slaughter  Houses.  One  licensed  one  has  since  been 
closed,  so  that  m January  1920,  and  December  1920, 
there  were  one  licensed  and  one  registered. 

They  are  kept  in  a fair  condition  of  cleanliness,  but 
the  surroundings  are  not  satisfactory. 

Four  carcases  were  condemned  for  Tuberculosis 
during  the  year. 

There  are  19  Workshops  on  the  register,  including 
4 Bakehouses,  which  are  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

30  Inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  5 
notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year: — 
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One  of  Pneumonia,  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  one 
of  Malaria,  in  a discharged  soldier,  six  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
all  of  which  were  satisfactorily  isolated  at  home,  ten  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  one  of  other  Tuberculosis 
disease.  Five  of  these  latter  were  notified  by  the 
School  Medical  Officer. 


The  Wyre  Hill  Infants’  School  was  closed  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  from  June  1st  to  June  5th  on 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  Chicken  Pox. 


The  Lax  Lane  Infants’  Department  was  closed  by 
me  from  July  20th  to  July  30th,  and  the  whole  School 
from  August  23rd  to  September  20th,  and  the  Wyre 
Hill  Infants’  School  from  September  2nd  to  20th  on 
account  of  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough. 


The  Wyre  Hill  Infants’  School  was  closed  by  me 
from  November  4th  to  December  24th  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  Measles. 

No  deaths  were  caused  by  any  Infectious  disease 
except  Tuberculosis,  which  caused  six  in  the  year. 

I have  little  to  add  to  what  I said  last  year  on  the 
subject  of  Housing,  except  that,  as  time  goes  on,  the 
condition  of  the  working  class  houses  gets  worse  and 
more  difficult  to  deal  with. 

The  preliminary  scheme  for  30  houses  on  Bark 
Hill,  which  I then  spoke  of,  fell  through.  Another  for 
92  houses  on  Wyre  Hill  was  then  prepared,  and 
subsequently  altered  to  one  for  50  houses. 

I understand  that  this  has  gone  through  some  of 
its  stages,  but,  so  far,  no  work  has  been  begun.  Under 
these  circumstances  systematic  inspection  of  the  district 
would  be  a waste  of  time. 
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Your  Officials  already  know  of  more  sanitary 
defects  than  there  is  any  possibility  of  getting  remedied 
under  existing  conditions. 

Five  cases  of  very  serious  over-crowding  were 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  during  the  year, 
but  no  steps  could  be  taken  to  remedy  them. 

On  December  9th.  an  inspection  of  the  district  was 
made  by  Mr.  J.  Lord,  an  official  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  accompanied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and, 
for  part  of  the  tirile,  by  myself. 

He  inspected  112  houses  and  properties,  and  1 
await  his  report  with  considerable  anxiety. 

One  new  house  was  built  during  the  year,  but  not 
a working  class  dwelling. 

I can  only  repeat  that,  until  some  new  houses  are 
built  in  the  district,  proper  sanitary  administration  is 
absolutely  impossible. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


U.  W.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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